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MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT JARVIK -- 

"I am pleased  t o  r e p o r t  t h a t  a t  t h e  September 1966 
meeting of t h e  American Psychological  Association 
Executive Council i n  New York C i ty  we were formally 
approved a s  Divis ion 28. The members of  t h e  p re sen t  
Executive Council and t h e  c h a r t e r  members cont r ibu ted  
considerable  e f f o r t  t o  our  c r ea t ion ,  bu t  most of t h e  
c r e d i t  f o r  t h e  spade work goes t o  Harley Hanson and 
Car l  Scheckel.  Now t h a t  we a r e  launched I am sure  t h a t  
w e  can become one of t h e  most a c t i v e  and product ive 
d i v i s i o n s  i n  t h e  APA. 

Psychopharmacology has been a subjec t  of i n t ens ive  
inves t iga t ion  f o r  about a decade now and psychologis t s  
have played an important though not  exclusive r o l e  i n  t h e  
development of t h i s  a r ea .  Ce r t a in  types  of behavior a r e  
s t rong ly  inf luenced by c e r t a i n  types  of drugs.  Psycholo- 
g i s t s  have come t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  drugs a r e  important t o o l s  
f o r  understanding and c o n t r o l l i n g  behavior.  By t h e  same 
token p s y c h i a t r i s t s ,  pharmacologists,  and biochemists have 
come t o  r e a l i z e  behavior may be used t o  understand 
t h e  a c t i o n  of drugs. The advent of t h e  phennthiazines and 
rauwolfia a l k a l o i d s  have made p s y c h i a t r i s t s  aware t h a t  
ve rba l  communication, though important,  i s  no t  t h e  only 
way t o  t r e a t  p a t i e n t s .  The appearance of o t h e r  c l a s s e s  
of drugs has re inforced  t h i s  view. Pharmacologists and 
biochemists a r e  beginning t o  accept  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  
func t ion  of t he  b ra in  i s  more complex than merely t r a n s -  
mission of nerve impulses and t h a t  t h e  a c t i o n s  of a drug 
l i k e  chlorpromazine o r  LSD o r  imipramine cannot be under- 
s tood s o l e l y  by s tudying an anes the t ized  animal i n  t h e  
labora tory  o r  a b r a i n  homogenate i n  a t e s t  tube .  Behavioral 
sc ience  i s  invading t h e  most sacred  p r e c i n c t s  of molecular 
i nves t iga t ion .  
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Of course, psychopharmac~logy must promise much more than it has 
de l ivered .  We s t i l l  cannot comprehend t h e  f u l l  psychological p o t e n t i a l  
of drugs. We have only h i n t s  t o  the  answers t o  such questions a s  the  
following: Are t h e r e  drugs t h a t  make us happy and drugs t h a t  make us 
cry? Can drugs a f f e c t  our appe t i t e  and our sleep? Are the re  drugs t h a t  
w i l l  f a c i l i t a t e  learning and remembering? What psychological functions 
cannot be influenced by drugs? Clearly it w i l l  t ake  people with psychological 
t r a i n i n g  t o  answer these  quest ions but  the  in te rd i sc ip l ina ry  implications a re ,  
of course, g rea t .  

One of the  main funct ions  of our d iv is ion  w i l l  be t o  encourage research 
i n t o  t h e  behavioral  e f f e c t s  of drugs. I f  ce r t a in  organizat ions have been 
overenthus ias t ic  i n  t h e i r  expectat ions i n  t h e  pas t  of psychological miracles 
from drugs, we would l i k e  t o  prevent the  converse react ion of r e j ec t ion .  One 
of t h e  ways we can heighten i n t e r e s t  i n  our f i e l d  i s  t o  have a successful  
s c i e n t i f i c  program a t  the  American Psychological Association Convention and 
I am appealing t o  members t o  cont r ibute  papers f o r  the  next meeting. 

Although we have much i n  common with Divisions 3, 6, and 25 and hope 
t o  e f f e c t  appropriate l i a i s o n  with them, we a l s o  can gain something from 
branches of psychology deal ing with more complex forms of human behavior. 
There i s  scarce ly  a d iv i s ion  of t h e  APA which could not have some i n t e r e s t  
i n  drugs. Cer ta in ly  t h e  s o c i a l  and c l i n i c a l  implicat ions of drugs a r e  
tremendously important and t h e  influence of youth and o ld  age upon drug 
e f f e c t s  would be hard t o  underestimate. We should be able  t o  develop some 
i n t e r e s t i n g  programs i n  collaborat ion with these  o ther  d iv is ions .  

I hope t h a t  our membership w i l l  send u s  suggestions f o r  our programs 
a s  wel l  a s  f o r  o the r  poss ib le  a c t i v i t i e s .  Some of these  can be p r in ted  in 
our Newsletter and o thers  brought up a t  t h e  time of our meeting. Further- 
more, it would be extremely he lp fu l  i f  our present  members would help t o  
r e c r u i t  o the r  members t o  our d iv is ion .  With an a c t i v e  membership we can 
look forward t o  a highly successful  d iv is ion ."  

SPECIAL NOTICE 

'Through an unfortunate e r r o r  c e r t a i n  cha r t e r  members received a dues 
statement with t h e i r  designation a s  fellows. They s t i l l  remain cha r t e r  
members but  t h e i r  e l ec t ion  t o  fellowship s t a t u s  has not  been completed and 
i s  being considered ca re fu l ly  by t h e  membership committee. Their  e l ec t ion  
must fol low t h e  usual  AFA ru les .  We hope t h a t  a l l  of our cha r t e r  members 
w i l l  u l t imate ly  become fel lows of t h e  d iv is ion ."  



CALL FOR PAPERS AND SYMPOSIA 

Division 28 has  been a l located  11 hours program time during t h e  1967 
Convention which i s  being held i n  Washington, D.C.  September 1-5. The 
d iv i s ion ' s  time i s  scheduled f o r  the  1st and 2nd of September ( ~ r i d a y  and 
~ a t u r d a y )  a l l  sessions t o  be a t  t h e  Sheraton Park Hotel. 

A l l  members of t h e  Division a r e  encouraged t o  submit papers and ideas 
f o r  symposia keeping i n  mind t h a t  t h e  deadline is  March 1, 1967. See pages 
J(V) ."no1 of American Psychologist 21 November 1966 f o r  d e t a i l s  of prepara- 
t i o n .  S W I ~  ~i'het.roc hs and/or reques ts  f o r  information to :  

D r .  Carl  Scheckel 
Department of Pharmacology 
Hoffmann La Roche 
Nutley 10, New Jersey 

NOMINATTOWS FOR PRESIDENT-ELECT 

The membership i s  reminded t o  give a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  nomination f o r  
pres ident-e lec t .  The b a l l o t s  have been sent  out ,  please re turn  yours; i f  
you have not received a b a l l o t  contact our secretary,  Car l  Scheckel. 

NEW JOURNAL 

It was ca l led  t o  our a t t e n t i o n  t h a t  t h e  "Social Science and Medicine" 
w i l l  be published monthly s t a r t i n g  i n  January 1967 by Pergamon Press  Inc. 
The e d i t o r s  i n v i t e  o r i g i n a l  repor ts  of systematic s tudies  and research i n  
' a l l  a reas  of common i n t e r e s t  t o  t h e  socio-behavioral sciences and medicine, 
including psychiatry and. epidemiology" Editor-in-chief D r .  Pe te r  J. M. 
McEwan, Harvard Medical School, 40 Fenwood Road, Boston, Massachusetts 02115. 
Published quar ter ly ,  subscript ion $10.00 o r  Â£, U.K. 

Our bylaws provide f o r  a c l a s s  of membership, corporate a f f i l i a t e s .  
Any member knowing of a proper organizat ion which might be in te res ted  i n  
being e lec ted  t o  membership, o r  i f  there  a r e  members inherested i n  promoting 
t h i s  c l a s s  of membership, contact Secretary Scheokel. 
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Since t h i s  i s  the f i r s t  number of The Needle it i s  s t i l l  somewhat 
uncertain what i ts  ro le  ih the  Division should be. Any comments o r  
suggestions w i l l  be appreciated by the editor:  

D r .  Harley M A  Hanson 
Merck Ins t i t u t e  
West PO int , Pennsylvania 19486 


