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| am pleased to carry on a recent Division tradition by
supplying a regular column to the Newsletter, 1 thought 1
would wse this occasion 1o discuss the evolution of the Divi-
sion’s public alfairs efforts over the last few years. We have
made great sirides in a number of areas that can serve as
models for the foture. In this column and the next, T will
give my personal perspective on two of these areas. The
opinions arc mine, and the facts may not all be correct.
This is not intended to be a history, and I have not at-
tempted to acknowledge the contributions of individual
Division members and APA staff who played crtical roles
in these efforts. Rather, my intent is to provide a general
overview of what T think 1 have learned about how we can
bring our expertise to bear on public podicy issues.

The twao issues with which [ have been most involved
are the MIDA research budoet and neurobehavioral tosicity
testing, They represent somewhat different public affairs
aclivilies, The NIDA budget is an appropriations issue and
involves dealing primanily with Congress. Neurobehavioral
toxicology testing s a regulatory issue and involves dealing
primarily with the administrative branch--in this case the
Environmental Protection Agency, In this column I will
focus on drug abuse research; next issue, T will consader our
cfforts in neurobehavioral toxicity Lesting,

I beliove that an important milestone for the Division
in the arena of drug abuse rescarch policy was (o convince
the APA central office that NIDA funded research and
other programs that were of critical importance to psychol-
ogists, It had been my impression that APA focused its
ellforts mainly on NIMH, perhaps not surprisingly. |
remember very well a meeting beld in September, 1985 at
AFA in Washington of Division 28 representatives Linda
Dykstra, John Grabowski, and myself with a number of
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In carly Movember, vou will receive the annual appoe-
tionment ballot from APA. This ballot provides you with
10 votes, which you can either allocate tolally o one divi-
sion or distribute among several divisions. The number of
Division 28 members on the APA Council of Representa-
tives is determined by this allocation vode.

Division 28 currently has one representative on Coun-
cil, but we could lose that representative if Division 28
members neglect to allocate all or at least a portion of their
votes to Division 28. Maintaining our voice on Council is
one of our main avenues for influencing APA. It is eritical
that Division 28, along with the other scientifically-oricnted
divisions, be as strongly represented as possible.

CHARLES FRANCE RECEIVES YOUNG
PSYCHOPHARMACOLOGIST AWARD, 198%

Charles P, France, Ph.D. is the recipient of the Young
Piychopharmacologist Award for 1989, He is the scventh
voung scientist to be distinguished by the award since the
inception of the program in 1984,

Dir. France is presently an Assistant Research Scientist
in the Department of Pharmacology, University of Michi-
gan, and Adjunct Assistant Professor in the Department of
Psychology. He received his undergraduate training at
Morthland College in Witeonsin and was awarded the B.A.
degree in music in 1978, Following graduation, he accepted
a position in the Psychiatry Research Unit at the University
of Minnesota, where he worked with Dirs. Richard Meisch
and Marilyn Carroll before beginning graduate school. In
1985, he received the Ph.D. in psychology from the Univer-
sity of Michigan as a student and traingg of Dr. James H.
Woods, His doctoral work was based upon laboratory
studies on the effects of opioid agonists and antagonists in
pigeons, Dr. France then moved to Boston, where he
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