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FPredoctoral Psychopharmocology Training for
Clinical / Counseling Psychologists

There has been a Il of discussion recently on the issue
of psychologists prescribing drugs, There arc many argu-
menls for and against this new role for nonphysicians, but
onge point of general agreement is that for psychologists to
preseribe medication, they would require additional teais-
ing that for the most part is not presently provided, One
way b approach this fraining seed would be the develop-
ment of a psychopharmacology specialty track within a
predoctoral psychology graduate program.  Without enter-
ing info a discussion of the merits of having prescribing
privileges for psychologists, 1 thought it might scrve as a
brasis for constructive discussion of the issue to give an
overview of what might constitute predoctoral training
needs. The perspective T bring to this topic is that of a
former director of a doctoral program in pharmacology/
todecdogy and as a didactic teacher of psychopharmacolo-
v and substance abuse for medical students for over 15
years. What [ lack is the perspective of a clinical feounsel-
ing psychology graduate program  that trains practitioners
in service delivery,

The curriculum 1 have in mind 15 a psychopharmacolo-
gy specially track within a climical feounseling graduate
program. Applicants to this track would need special
backgrounds that included not only the typical undergrad-
uale psychology coursework but also enough biology and
chemistry (o undertake graduate level coursework in
biochemistry, physiology, and pharmacology.

Undergraduate Prerequisites

Admission to a psychopharmacology teack should be re-
served  for those students with a strong background in the

biological sciences. Some background in anatomy, physi-

ology and chemistry s necessary to take the graduate-level

courses that will comprise the track 1 bave in mind. This

background could be obtained during undergradvate

studies, as a post-baccalaureate student, or under some

circumstances during early years of the gradvate program,
femwininued on page 3

ANIMALS IN LAB RESEARCH

Hugh L. Evans
Chair, Committee oo Animals in Resgarch, Division 33

Bad Mews, Break-ing and harassment at the Universi-
et of Penngylvania, Minnesofa, and Arizona in the past
few months have increased the B-vear total to 71 incidents
involving violence or threatened violence against animal
reacarch Facilities. For the first time, Congress halted fund-
ing for two specific research projects involving the reactions
of dogs and of cats o trauma. Ironically, Congress has yet
to enget legislation to protect research facilities and investi-
gatorsd from trauma. Write your Congressperson (o ask
why Congress has allowed this to happen.  Ask him/her (o
suppost House Bills 3270 (Stenholm) and 3349 (Wasman];
both would be eompatible with the Heflin bill, recently
passed by the Senate, which would protect research Facili-
tics. Do not support House Bill 3223, which would punish
lab break-ins only if they fail o Gnd evidence of animal
care “violations.”

feantimied on page 2)
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