SYCHOPHARMACOLOGY
Aud Substunes Abuse Nowsete

Division 28 - American Psychological Association

Summear 1994

Volume 27, No. 2

From the

President’s Desk ...

Lewis Seiden
President, Division 28

Some months ago, I wrote in this colomn
about an opportunity that exists through
the Division for those interested in review-
ing grants in the ficld of
psychopharmacology and drug abuse for
differenit Inftial Beview Groups within
NIH, mainly for NIDA, NIMH, and
NIAAA. Inthatlerer, Lexpressed the view
that interested parties should send me CVs
and indeed T have received a number dis-
playing excellent credentials. These CVs
will be forwarded to the appropriate office
within the Division of Research Grants.

A major issue facing research in general and
one 1o which we are no exception, s a
significant shorage of research funds to
award for grant applicarions.  In the past
year, [ believe we have all heard about
highly respected laboratories that have been
funded for vears and conrinue to produce
excellent research, that have fallen below
the extremely high percentile score that is
now required for funding,

Unfortunately, there are no easy remedies
to this problem. The American Psycho-
logical Association as well as other
research-oriented scientific associations in-
cluding the Federation of Associated

Societies for Experimental Biology, Neuro-
sciences, and the American Medical
Association, have been working on Capitol
Hill to promote science in the publicinterest
and it would appear that they are not meet-
ing with a great deal of success so far. These
are large organizationsand the question arises
as to what individuals can do. It occurs 1o
me that each of us should take time 1o make
contact with our respective state senators
and representatives to put increased amounts
of friendly persuasion on them in the name
of support for science. My own personal
experiences lead me to believe that this can
be an effective means of having some influ-
ence. An effective approach is vo contact
state representatives and senators and eagage
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Write to Congress” Program

The APA Public Policy Office, In
conjunction with the Scilence
Directorate, will ba sponsoring a “Write
to Congress” boath at the convention,
August 12-14. Andwe nesd your help!

The "Write To Congress” program will
match you with your representative
and two Senators from your state.
You'll then have the opportunity to
select one of three lettars on current
isgsues before Congress affecting
psychological research. By signing
and sending these lefters to your
congressional representatives, you'll
discover how easy it is to become
invelved inthe legis|ative process and
you'll be doing your part for scisnce.

Sitop by the booth, located in the lobby
ofthe convenfion canter, and See how
you can make a diffarance!
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