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First, an apology 1o those who awalt
these missives with bated {or baited—
odoriferousT) hreath, This newsletber s unclhdr-
neteristically brief, Dir, Facny required space fior
the AP A Armizal Mesting Program ol FineEvents:
wie look forward 1o seginp you there and an the
business meeting
n:|n'||:|in'|;5 im what sadly will be my kst calammn,
unlessihere is 0 grosnd swell far institalionalizs-
tion {of the column). There have heen several
adkditional distinguished volumtesrs since the last
mewsleter. I you wish to help with Division 28
activities, comtactme st the numbers listed hebow.

I will retumn o reckless

idential
Candidates

In the up cosnime &l cetion for APA President, the
Hare dydtem requines rank osdering of candi-
ubes. Kuerl Saleinger and Richard Suwinn are two
candidares who are particularly sensitive to the
range ol scientist, educator, and scientist practi-
tlioner s5ues represenied by Division 38 and the
APAasawhols. | recommend thit vou rnk them
i onder, [-Salzinger. 2-Sainn

Peer Review at the NIH

Members of Division 28 and APA should be
“imterested parties’ regarding MIH goals and
funding in terms of both scientific endeavor
and ultimate benefit to patients. Recenthy,
when the former ADAMHA [Institutes
(MDA, MIAAA, and MIMEH) were placed in
HWIH, the immediate disaster that had been

predicted was forestalled; but cataclysms
are always possible.

Some were concerned about the reintegra-
thon of these instinutes, others found it odd
thist mind and body had ever been scpa-
rated, Unfortunately, while NIH has
regained its ‘mental health’, these three
institutes seemingly have vestigial status
within an agency driven by molecular ac-
tion. The problem is the apparent strugele
with the concept of behavior as anything
more than an epiphenomenal puigrowih of
molecular activity, By way of example,
we have found that advanced pharmacol-
opy graduste students may be unfamiliar
with opiate withdrawal svmptoms and that
behavioral manifestations of drug action
have little standing im this pervasive
‘moleculology’. This pestalt may mean
difficult times for grant applications @xarm-

ming whole organisms in paychepharma-
calogy, behavioral pharmacolegy, substance
abuse, or menal health.

MDA, NIAAA, and MIMH grant applica-
tioms are now subject 1o the MIH review

procedures, In the new scheme, two diver-
gent paths exist for review of applications
submitted o MDA, MNIAA A, o BNIMH. One
i review of applications under the auspices
of the Division of Research Grants af MNIH

This includeas possible review by large com-
milizes servicing mvuliiple institutes (Muofter
Cily compared to Mufflers by Mercedes),
This would nod be i||.||.-|'."r¢|!|l|}- had §f commit-
tee members followed recommendations of
the main expert reviewers, but they do not.
Applications characterized by interdiscipli-
nary conceplualizations, along with
miegrtion of measures and technologies,
reportedly fare poorly,  Apparently, they
offend all equally. The ‘Behavioral Medi-
cine' commities of MIH exemplified this
problem for seme years. Consisting of an
expert from each of many different fields, it
is said the committes had a difficult time
reaching agreement with the result that prom-
ising work was buried in a box,

A varigtion on this theme would inclode
(eomi'd, p. 2
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