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Congratulations to President Elect,
Marlyne Kilbey, Ph.D),, of Wayne State
University, a dynamic and forceful
leader. Texpectshe will introduse new
initiatives, and continue her impres-
sive work in development of
peychopharmacology training for pey-
chologists, Congratulations as well to
the newly elected Member at Large,
Richard Meisch, M.D., PhD., a psy-
chiatrist and behavioral phermeacologist,
who hes made major contributions to
the scientific arens and is current chair
of the FIVA abuse liability committes.
I am pleased to note that he is 8 mem-
ber of our Substance Abuse Research
Canter group, Department of Pevchia-
try, University of Texas, (truly
upetanding and not as prone to hyper-
bole as others of us), Sincere thanksto
Dre. Mancy Ator and Hank Samaon,
the matched controla for these posi-
tione in the recent election. We look
forward to their continuing contribu-
tions in Division 28, and their likely
reappearance on the ballot. Appropri-
ately, parting commenta will come at
the end (noperversions of Englishauch
e ‘new beginninge’, ‘final partings’, or
“at thiz point in time” here). Mow on to
the “strangely conceived but not to-
tally sutrageousidess” segment of this
article.

Converpging and Merging [saues

1. The Behawioral Disorders Inati-
tute. A recent article inthe MY Times
described the diverting of major riv-
ers of the world into oblivion. One of
geveral examples in the 17.5. is the
Colorads, Due to diversion of its flow
to sprinkle Arizona and California
desert lawns, it mimics kangareo rat
output in those years when a few
dribbles actually reach our southern
neighbor, Mexico. (For those of you
unfamiliar with the kangaroo rat,
read up; a fascinating ammal with
kidneys worthy of a Nobel prize—
think ef Dune), Segue—A comparabile
Reaganesque trickle down phenom-
enon long ago insinuated iteelf into
funding of behavioral research. The
“punch line’ 18 several-fold; first, hav-

ing many institutes and agencies fund-
ing parallel studies reduces resources.
But, independent replication can be
good. Second, research funde are de-
frayed in multiple higher level
[natitute/Agency accounting, tracking,
administrative structures. Third, this
redundancy is most notable in the do-
muin of behavior. Arguably, the
parallel structuree dictate that re-
gearch which 1simminently compatible,
and complementary, rarely meets for
comparative analyeis. Pleass read on;
thiz iz not Mewtepeak’, or the Gore-ing
of the smence establishment. We should
have concerns about dilution of re-
gources, parallel streams of work
irecurrent water themes for the ana-
Iyzts), and lack of convergence of
programe. During my few years with
the NIDA, while working with col-
leagues at the NIMH, the NIAAA, the
NCI, NHLBI, and others, it waa evi-
dent thateach had behavieral research
portfoliogexamining the same elephant
from only slightly different wantage
points. One example waa an inter-
ingtitute technical review (Graboweki,
Hell, and Cullen, 1983 convened to
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