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The Times, Tliey are A'Changing

A5 the decadic eelisnbesly svarches on owards
e mewy ceEniUEY, peyciepdarmacologiat are
canfermied swiths maded: than 4 few chanpes 'hl.:mqng' )]
the wind. A maeriage of momey and Elent pesulred
Lo palitlical campaigre dhis yar that cienmmced volers
ol Anizora aed Calidomia o suppost
“ocenpassiomass use of swarfpsana” (L} The tetlal
RUvErRETEnt’s Pesponss [hely will e o prosicae
phy=inare who wiile prescnpdions for marijeanas for
patients {31 Tt ke poonaome with e Sxperti in
ervetal ball wasecg than B o ko where this round
o e indd Coun s wall end. - What (= elear
ﬂﬂ"ﬂl thi: general priilsd ciznsidine jhe "
~dabwrme irang. drug policies directly. Fram ||.n-_-|r|.
through Augees each, year; [ do what | seped misy
srsazarehies cha - ury mysell n oy reszarch
st wned igmeore the political aspecis of rog wee,
atvs, aml dependence. . s cach Fall, | sesch A
srphomane eved “Drugs, Soclety, and Bihaee”
ciurss, and rach fall some shudent ks “Why doowe
raly oo cxirmiral stagubes (o conbrel diug Ry
behaioe?™ aed “Wemnkdn't i be moee offective s
hasdie this grchles toough prevenson™ 1k of
iy Fespeiss he these questions a e dialices: cf
drug policy. ‘D the ome hand, we Snow that the ras
ol depeatende asronyy those wihe use ldtor illict
drugs s abdet 15% (1) Sor more people e et
.‘lrug: han illigit deugs, abvinusly more people
iesocare depetudent upim o drugs. Asaresullof
this, and oihes Eipkoes such A ISUANCE COPITaE,
less stigman, o8 i papbe receive [PEATMENE (o
bcit drugs. In 1368, fir excample, medical
expend|bases S aledioleem were S8 A allion whili
o all thie Bt drugs it was £29 Billian (4], One
can corclede hal dur correns drag baws pesul i hiss
u=e: of ilicit drogs, consequentty fewer cases o
dependence, and liss money spent for restment. Thes
runclusion would probably skand even if one
factimed i ghe bao Bings Ty glossed over (1) the
ol of Ereating mocodime: deparadimoe mnd tobacoa
related disorders and [ 2) the cost of eating all the
prople whia e, hut don't get realised - ome
“experts” itimate that ooly 1 subsiasss dépendent
peEsan in S sicives reatmeni. Marry drug users, of
ooesTee, Beent mokrrated 0 sek of eeorive tresiment,
and othess jot o not have acoess to it The health
misks of druj wse, with one glasing éxception, ane
et of lesd edquadly bomn by dre vasious sepments of
Aunerican sociity although, in general, ke, e

wreducated, and the pooees enpiriiey more adverse
beslth corseqoances than o

Doy e by hased, thueniz ame the oot of
cnminalization: Diea goses of crime for alooholism in
1985 amoanind 0 573 sallen, whils direct oomis of
crime for il dFog s w524 mollion. [ndirect
stz ol orime, includisg the cosbe of incarcerabon, werne
%3 milteey Jor alochol ased SE9.3 million for illide
drugs: A fall acoounting of B economic costs of our
ilhrit-dnag policies would alen icalude fhe cost of
“wapply reducton”: $83 hillices e FY %57 for domestic
liwr emdiroement, 51 .4 hillion foe drug everdicion, and
0L million for inlemational peograms. Unlike most
HHTIhTuelumuhdnlhdngtﬂt.mlmd

dfag wi, it may well encourage nesdle shasing,

Wik sumiellis prsssssaon ia illeged, addicis may risk
HIV infection threegh newedle shamiog ratrer ghan eisk
arres! foe casrving paraphernaba [t i no acchdent
chal the spevad of HEV and Hepatitis U throagh use of
conbanminassd nivdles is a healsh misk thaa
dispenpertioeutely mffiects the same population thae s
oSl itk for st for both: possesslon of drugs
ard dfup pamaphemalis Lo Hispank and Black
isakes. Presumsbly, m goel of dreg Livs & 10 idinkfy
st pivple who are doug dependent so Bt Huy
iy tioviven tvartment - A drug user whio sussmads at
irtatmsd 2an lpak forsard b0a Tike masch B any
olher person'a. Fmaever, if that dnag user conbracts
HIV & a rsult of shating virus conlaminaied
i, s (har e, v if cingz-dependence b onda
theough sualmims, does not hold much promise. Tha
Inghe and @ dats b “clean needle” programs an sa
sipong thint six major reports sinoe 1931 have
recoarriEndind wholsale adoption of neadie
prograss. Wi B mdjorisy of mner-ciy, mincetsy IV

by young minceity {Black and Bispanic), arban mabis
Thiz group with a bagh fab of un- or under-smployesmt
13- reerubed dor eraploysrsmt m e drug rade, and s
if individuals dfe siesvarsers orcasual wers when thisy
g thetr drug-trade caseers, the life style nviles them,
10 escaling: thide use. When use of 2l illclk drugs &
coretdered, B disproporhonabe cost b Blacks is aasily
moen. Raoe of wie of any illicit dineg 18 higher Lo Whiles,
vt mare Blacks ar arnestid. - Among thoee arnesed
mere Blacks go 4o teal, and amemg, thoss who go o
tmal more Blacks are corvicted.  Fimlly, among those
convicted, more Blacks an: mearserated: Among
permens who Bjoot drags, Blacks ame af least vl as
likrify as Whiles o be asrestid for possession of hision
0 TSR,

I¥'= ey o Porget Bur it'a oot fust drugs thas an:
illegal, Drug parapdersalin = also Segal. Al buk Snr
dbwies require prescrtioes iy buy nesdles avim taough
thare s mo evidence thist dsmying access 10 stesile nedls
reduces [V drug o Wik fhw policy may sk sduce

-r|r||g wers BTTLL oo st hirve miady access w sieribs
neediles A= result  ATDES s nlow b ||_'.-|;||r|g 3 LI
of dewth among Meck and Hispasdc men and women
and over Falf of these dewlia ane mection rdated! In
1945, barice a5 many Black, 12,800, 3 Wihiles, 5510
were diagrosed with fnjictior-related ATLS

U balance ow may eoncludie that the saviegs
wi public health expositunes fhat result bedas:
crimine| peralmes i bind with e e of il
cirugms resulbs tn bowes eases of w1 orore than oidsed
by the costs of endorncing B policies. kmportant .
e ingues are, Diivisios 2 bas no sdministrative
sTuchare o comeskdet She public policy implicalices of
our work that shoesdd mlurm and guide legislation
A indivi duals. meedsee of the d_mw
coninibule tor ihis dialog Fecently, for exanmple,
Deothy Hatsulami and banian Fischman {5)
published dats in [AMA shomwing St whike thie
physiniogical and peycbaclngical properics of
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